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Sullivan's Foods experienced a great Mother’s Day Week. Certainly, Mother’s Day was a different 
kind of day for all of us personally due to the COVID 19, but shoppers still visited our stores. Our 
assumption would be that those who have eaten out in past years celebrated in smaller units at 
home.     
 
It is hard to believe that in just two weeks we will be at Memorial Day! Again, we expect a different 
twist to Memorial Day than what we have had in the past. 
 

Employee Graduation Celebration: Sullivan's Foods would like to acknowledge all 
our graduates and their accomplishments! We send congratulations to all the graduating High school 
seniors and College Graduates. We would like a picture of each graduate for our Facebook page 
along with your school’s name, school colors, and what your future are. Please give to your store 
manager by Friday of this week. Additionally - to all of our associates - your store manager will be 
placing a poster board or meat white paper up in the break room -  if all of our associates would sign  
or give a notice of advice or a positive memory to our graduates. Also, all graduating Seniors are 
being given a small 8-inch personal graduation cake. (Seniors you may pick them up on Friday, May 
22 - your store manager will give your cake to you). Then also on Friday, May 22, from noon till 2p 
we will be serving ice cream and cake in the breakrooms as a special recognition to our graduates. 
Employees even if it is your day off please try to stop in and give recognition to our seniors! You 
may go outside and sit or take home with you or sit with social distancing in mind in your 
breakroom.  
 

GRADUATING SENIORS (High School and College) - We would like to make sure that 
you stand out. Please wear your Graduation CAP while your work starting Wednesday May 20, 
Thursday May 21 Friday, May 22, Saturday May 23 and Sunday May 24. Please have fun with this 
and know that we are all proud of you and that you have been cheated of some very memorable 
moments - so let's make a positive stance and let all be known that you are a GRADUATE and enjoy 
a very different kind  of memory! I know that some of you have some very decorated caps and can't 
wait to see them! 
 

The Bakery Department had their first Curbside - Donut Express Sale on Sunday. It was a 
success considering the weather! We have decided that curbside Donuts will be something we will 
continue with some minor tweaks going forward. Thanks to those who helped make this successful 
and we are anxious to watch this program grow!     
 

The Deli Departments starting Wednesday will be having a legs and thighs chicken special. 
This promotion always goes over very well!    
 

We are working on summer cookouts at our stores for Fridays and Saturdays. Hours will be 
9:00 start time and ending around 2:00. We are looking for people who are willing to work the 
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cookouts every Friday and Saturday. If you know of someone who is willing please let your store 
manager know.  We are trying to make our cookouts very limited this year with brats, burgers, hot 
dogs and pork chop sandwiches. (no specialty burgers do to pricing). We are trying to make it all on 
the dollar pricing so that there is limited money exchange and limited exposure with the customer. 
There will be a table set up with packaged ketchup, mustard, etc.  
 

Deann Vanzuiden - Produce Specialist reported this week that she was able to secure a great 
price on RED GRAPES - these are the large red grapes - they will be selling for $1.49lb - what a 
deal!!!!! 
Deann reported that Freeport, Winnebago had some great produce sales this past week. Deann 
reported that berries, will continue with a good price this week. She also reported we will probably 
be seeing an increase in price in asparagus, carrots, eggplant and garlic. Other exciting news is this 
week we will start seeing Cherries in the stores.   
 

Shaun Bullock, Meat Specialist reported that meat pricing continues to raise, and that he and 
the meat department managers are working hard to secure good pricing. The good news is that 
meat processing plants are starting to open again, however they are opening at only about a 25% 
capacity. It will take a while to replenish the products.   
 

Online Shopping is going well.... orders keep coming in and we are getting better at picking 
the items. Kim Lawfer (Pricing) and Paula (marketing) are working on refining the walk path and 
scale issues.   
 

Mike Sullivan has been visiting the Amish Auctions for more Flowers - you all should be seeing 
some more Amish Flower baskets this week! 
 

Employees shall be receiving appreciation pay in the paycheck that they will receive this 
Friday. As we believe that we are getting closer to the recovery phase of COVID 19, and must make 
some business adjustments, this may be the last of the appreciation pay.  We thank all of you for 
your commitment during what has been a very crazy roller coaster ride!  
 

Covid 19 - as most of you know that when an employee is ill and is off work, I do follow ups with 
the employees regarding their illness and the potential contacts that they may have had at the store 
while working.  All the information shared with me is confidential.  What I am happy to report is that 
the ability to have a COVID test over the last couple of weeks has greatly increased for those who 
are in question.  The ability to have tests done is very reassuring.   This past week we had 4 
associates who had either been in quarantine due to a family member had a positive test   or an 
employee had some questionable symptoms. The great news is that all the individuals who had 
Covid tests done - all the tests came back NEGATIVE. To date we have not had one employee with a 
positive COVID TEST. Please all of you continue to maintain your good habits of wearing face masks, 
social distancing, and proper handwashing/ and use of hand sanitizer. To those of you who have 
quarantined - thank you for your diligence in helping to keep others safe!   
 
Have a great week!!  Warm weather is on its way! 
Kathy Christensen   
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